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PRINCIPAL NEWS & NOTES

“The future belongs to those who prepare for it today.” — Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan
We are delighted to welcome all our families to a new week of learning and growth at
Pinnacle American School. Each week brings new opportunities for our students to
shine, and together with your support, we look forward to guiding them towards
success.
Thank you for Attending Parent Orientation on the evening of Thursday 18th
September -We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to all parents who attended
the Parent Orientation last Thursday evening. Your participation and engagement
made the event a great success. It was a wonderful opportunity to share our school
vision, discuss expectations, and strengthen the partnership between home and
school.
Reminders for the Week
To ensure a smooth and productive school day for all students, we kindly remind
parents of the following:
e Uniform: Students should arrive in the correct school uniform each day.
e Punctuality: Arriving at school on time ensures students do not miss valuable
learning.
» Preparedness: Please ensure your child brings all necessary resources daily.
e Healthy Eating: With ADEK's healthy eating policy in effect, we encourage balanced
and nutritious meals. Please avoid fast food and sugary snacks in lunch boxes.
New PBL Lessons — Grades 5 and 6
Our Project-Based Learning (PBL) lessons have begun for Grades 5 and 6, with a focus
on Science, English, Math, and IT. This integrated approach allows students to apply
subject knowledge in real-world projects connected to the UAE's heritage and culture.
For example, students may explore:
e Science: Understanding desert sustainability and renewable energy in Al Dhafra.
e Math: Collecting and analyzing data on community resources.
e English: Researching and presenting on cultural traditions and values.
* |T: Using digital tools to create models and presentations of UAE cultural
landmarks.
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This reflects Pinnacle American School’s vision: to inspire students to be creative
thinkers, responsible citizens, and proud contributors to the UAE’s future, while staying
connected to their cultural identity.
MAP Testing — Starting 6th October
As part of ADEK’s requirements, Pinnacle American School will begin MAP (Measures of
Academic Progress) testing on 6th October. These tests are designed to measure
your child’s individual progress in Reading, Language, and Mathematics, providing
teachers with valuable data to identify strengths, close learning gaps, and tailor
instruction to each student’s needs.
MAP testing is adaptive, meaning that the difficulty of questions adjusts based on
your child’'s responses. This ensures that every student is challenged at the right level,
allowing us to gain a clear picture of their academic growth throughout the year.
Results will also help us set personalized targets for improvement and enrichment.
Using ExactPath to Reinforce Learning
To further support progress, all students are expected to use ExactPath, an online
learning platform aligned with MAP results. ExactPath creates a personalized learning
pathway for each child in Math, Reading, and Language Arts, focusing on skills that
need strengthening.
e Students are required to complete at least 40 minutes per week in each core
subject (Math, English, Science).
e ExactPath lessons are interactive, engaging, and adapt to your child’s level,
making practice both effective and enjoyable.
e Teachers will regularly monitor student progress on ExactPath to ensure learning
goals are being met.
How Parents Can Support
e Encourage your child to take MAP testing seriously, as it helps both teachers and
parents understand their learning needs.
e Ensure that your child has a quiet space at home to complete ExactPath sessions
each week.

e Monitor your child’s progress by asking them to show you their learning activities
and achievements on the platform.
e Celebrate small successes to keep motivation high.
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By combining MAP testing data with ExactPath personalized practice, Pinnacle
American School ensures that each child is supported in their journey of continuous
growth and achievement.
Celebrating Student Council Elections
We are proud to announce the successful start of the Student Council elections at
Pinnacle American School. Students across the upper grades were given the
opportunity to nominate themselves, campaign responsibly, and present their ideas
to their peers.
The Student Council plays a vital role in our school community by:
e Developing Leadership: Providing students with first-hand experience in decision-
making, responsibility, and service.
e Student Voice: Acting as a bridge between students, teachers, and school
leadership, ensuring that the opinions and ideas of learners are heard.
e Organizing Initiatives: Leading projects that promote school spirit, charity drives,
and awareness campaigns.
e Building Skills for the Future: Encouraging teamwork, public speaking, and critical
thinking—all essential skills for lifelong success.

We congratulate all candidates for their courage and commitment, and we warmly
welcome our elected Student Council members who will begin their term of service
this year. They represent the next generation of leaders and embody the values of
respect, responsibility, and innovation that Pinnacle American School seeks to nurture.
UAE Heritage, Culture, and Vision 2030

The UAE continues to invest in preserving heritage and culture as part of its Vision
2030. Recent initiatives, such as the Modern Architectural Heritage of the UAE project
and the Culture Agenda 2031, aim to protect cultural identity while promoting
innovation and sustainability.

At Pinnacle American School, we connect these national goals to classroom learning.
Through PBL and daily lessons, we encourage students to explore how culture,
science, and innovation come together to build the UAE’s future. This mirrors the
school’s vision of developing well-rounded learners who value both progress and
tradition.
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Together for Success
At Pinnacle American School, we believe that true success comes from partnership
between the school, the family, and the wider community. When parents, teachers,
and students work hand-in-hand, we create an environment where every child feels
supported, guided, and inspired to reach their full potential.
Our role as a school is to provide high-quality teaching, a safe and nurturing
environment, and opportunities that help children grow academically, socially, and
emotionally. Your role as parents is equally vital—by reinforcing routines at home,
encouraging positive behavior, and maintaining open communication with the
school, you directly strengthen your child’s learning journey.
We are also blessed to be part of the Al Dhafra community, where traditions of family
unity, respect, and cooperation are deeply rooted. These cultural values remind us
that raising children is a shared responsibility. Every achievement, no matter how
small, is a success for the entire school commmunity.
Together, we can:
e Build strong character in our children through responsibility, respect, and
gratitude.
e Encourage pride in UAE heritage and identity while preparing them for the skills of
the future.
e Create a positive school culture where every child feels valued and capable of
success.

e Celebrate academic progress, good behavior, and contributions to school life as
one family.
With your ongoing partnership, Pinnacle American School will continue to grow as a
place where children thrive, families feel connected, and the community is proud.
Let us stand united in our mission to protect, nurture, and guide our children—because
their future is our greatest success.
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